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TRAVELLING NOTES. 


A HESSIAN TOWN. 
CASSEL: September 17th. 


CassEL stands high on a plateau at the base of wooded hills. Wherever 
one looks are forests and pine-trees: to the north the Reinhardswald, to 
the east the Kaufungerwald, to the south the Sôhrewald. The air is 
deliciously pure and bracing, and the breezes come laden with the scent of 
pine. Dryasdusts tell you that “ statistics prove Cassel to be one of the 
healthiest towns of Germany.” With an unequalled girdle of pine forests, 
and such an elevation, it is not difficult to believe that this should be the 
case. Epidemics are unknown, and the rate of mortality is extraordinarily 
low. For this reason, no doubt, it overflows with dominies and educa- 
tional establishments of the order which trained Becky Sharp and Amelia 
Sedley in the paths of virtue. 

The town is in some parts delightfully picturesque and old-world. 
There are, of course, modern squares and allees, and villas, but the Alt 
Markt and the Marställerplatz can still delight a painter's soul. The 
roofs are red tiled, and with time they have taken on a mellow beauty of 
tint which could not have been theirs in the earlier and cruder stages. 
The houses are gabled, and project one storey over the other, the different 
floors being defined by dark wooden beams running horizontally across 
the houses and often elaborately carved. Old hanging signs swing 
carelessly to and fro as the wind blows, and where there is a corner house it 
is usually furnished with a turret whose windows face three ways. Door- 
ways in this older part are arched, and = stone da ie — A es 
Whether the house be or “Colonial Waaren 
it is sure to be as clean as stout red re arms and hard. stone. 
German scrubbing-brushes can make it,- Modern Cassel is well built and 
admirably planted. Its streets a pleasantly shaded from summer heats by 
avenues of trees, and furnished w ith modern conveniences in the way of 
electric tramcars and good lightiag. In the Friedrichsplatz stands the 
palace so long the residence of the Kurfürsten of Hessen. It is a long, low 
building in the Classic style, with huge central Dorie portico supporting an 
entablature and pediment, on eller hand being interminable rows of 
windows, divided from each other | y pilasters. Some way from the town 
lies Shi Wilhelmsthal, a charming little palace decorated in the Rococo 
style, and furnished wk an alluri ing “Schénheits Gallerie”; but the 
crowning glory of Cassel in the way of palaces is Wilhelmshthe. 

When I inquired of the wily portier at the “ Konig yon Preussen ” 
how to get there, he made answer t hat “ fiir einen eleganten Landauer hin 
und zuriick ” the odes charge was made of nine marks; and he omitted to 
mention that an electric tram whish started from a HAleeastollé. ‘opposite 
the hotel took you there and back for fifty pfennig! I being, like John 
Gilpin’s wife, of a “frugal mind,” chose the tram and did not regret it. 

The road to Wilhelmshôühe by the Obere Konigsstrasse lies across the 
long Friedrichsplatz and past a yery fair average of big buildings and 
statues of great men. | 
former Royal House, who did so 
completely faded out of its present life. 
the capital of Hesse, and en Neu-Stadt, connecting it by means. 
of a bridge with the Alt-Stadt. 1 
Landgraf Philipp der Girossmtithige strengthened the fortifications of the 
town, so that they stood triumph 
Landgraf Carl built the much- 
that this dynasty did for Cassel w 
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iled-Orangerieschloss ; and to tell half 
Id be but weary Heron: Nowadays 
the palaces and streets which kr em are trodden by the all-prevailing 
..Hohenzollern, and the Hesgia n Hoval Family are but traditions to the- 
present generation. There was a Bonaparte interlude in the history of 
Cassel when Jerome ruled over the Kingdom of Westphalia and Cassel 
became his Residenzstadt. It was a strange irony of fate that brought 
Napoleon the Third as peo to the Palace where his uncle had lived as 
usurper. 

The Wilhelmshôühen Allee, with its shady lime-trees and prosperous- 
looking modern villas, leads straight to the Park of Wilhelmshühe, and 
one sees as one ae the village the great Schloss standing out in 
relief against a background of wide hill. A steep winding path leads 
under fine trees to the Palace, and the entrance is in the west facade facing 
the mountain. Schloss A is built in the form of a crescent, 
and is Classic in architecture. Interiorly it differs little from the average 
Royal palace. There are endless suites of state rooms, hung with brocade 
and furnished with chairs and sofas primly standing against the walls. 
The furniture is Empire, and good of its kind—better by far than the 
pictures. We went through the rooms, a curious procession of middle-class 
Germans, with here and there an American keen on getting the worth of 
his money in the shape of sights. Our guide hurried us past interesting 
portraits of dead-and-gone Landgraves and Landgravines, and stopped 
with pompous importance to unveil the glories of echte Seide to the open- 
mouthed Herren and Frauen. No one seemed the least interested in 
Napoleon the Third or his rooms, and nobody even glanced at the poor 
Landgraves hanging forgotten on the walls; but there was lively interest 
shown at the mention of the Kaiser’s name, 


on the admirable sagacity displayed by the Admiral. 


um id és 


even be regardel 


; lands. 
In Cassel one is filled with compassion for its | 
| Walloon race is 
the favourable 
‘borne the storm. 
; these undoubted 


uch for its prosperity, and who have so - 
Heinrich .the First made Cassel : 


He was also the builder. of a schloss. 


ly the strain“of the Thirty Years’ War, 


-are oceasiona 
Count of bind and his son Prince Albert, both of whom are keen 


In the Lu there bus an engraving after a ae by Réchling 
which is interesting to Englishmen. Beneath it runs the legend, 
“Admiral Seymour giebt bei den Rückzuge auf Tientsin den Befehl: 
‘The Germans to the front.’ 22nd June, 1900.” An enthusiastic patriot 
of the Fatherland behind me held forth with much unction to his children 
According to him 
the English had proved themselves obviously unfit for the post of danger 
and responsibility by their miserable strategy and general ineptitude in 
the Boer war. Therefore was the Admiral constrained to choose Germans 
for this high honour, knowing their valour and capability to be beyond 
question ! 

The view as one leaves the Castle by its western entrance is one to be 
remembered. As we saw it the sky was luminous, and the gun each 
second gathering to itself glories of colour as it neared its setting. Low 
blue hills made a wavy line on the horizon. In the middle distance lay 
Cassel, all resolute hard lines softened and blurred by the haze of evening. 
On either hand masses of dark foliage stretched aw ay to the sky-line, and 
over all rested a stillness and quiet which was broken only by the distant. 
church bells. Who could turn to weltbertihmten aqueducts, and 
fountains, and cascades, after such an impression of Nature at a moment 
of supreme beauty ? H. J. 4. 


: AR AR SALI EEE TO AE OED 


THE HIGHLANDS OF BELGIUM. 

Se ES : 
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sportsmen. Game used to abound here, and the district is still prolific in 
ground game, but of late years deer have become very scarce. It is said 
that they have been frightened away by the constant firing of the heavy 
guns at the Prussian artillery camp near Malmedy, not many miles — 
distant. An interesting experiment has of late years been made in this 
region. ‘This is nothing less than the introduction of Scotch grouse. The 
result so far is considered inconclusive, but some of the broods, despite two 
wet seasons, have done well. 

On the top of the Hautes Fagnes, but nearer ‘its northern extremity, 
is the celebrated barrage De la Gileppe. This dam, which confines a 
reservoir of two hundred acres specially constructed = the provision of 


_a sufficient supply of non-calcareous water to maintain the cloth industry 


of Verviers, is one of the most imposing works of Belgium. It took ten 
years to build, and the wall of the dam is crowned by an immense lion 
made out of large blocks of stone, which is one of the most striking 
objects in the whole region. This may be seen far and wide, through the 
absence of trees or wood, which is the main defect of the scenery in this 
corner of the country. The highlands are covered with bushes and 
heather, but the proposals, several times made, to plant them with firs and 
pine have not as yet been put in practice. ‘The inhabitants of the Hautes 


Fagnes are a curiously primitive people, whose folk-lore would well 
repay the study of a diligent collector of legends and gossip. But from 
a tourist point of view the Hautes Fagnes are interesting as the 
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dominating point of a district in which the exhausted or anæmic town- 
dweller may recuperate in the grand air of the mountains, such as 
they are. | | 
These highlands are surrounded by a number of pleasant and con- 
venient stopping-places, of which Spa alone is well known, and one of the 
pleasantest of them, Ligneuville, is on German soil. Stavelot has a very 
fair hotel and other accommodation for travellers ; but the best place to stop 
at is Viel Salm, where there isa remarkably comfortable hotel, the Bellevue, 
at which the pension is most-reasonable and the cooking good. Viel Salm, 
on the Salm, a tributary of the Amblève, is surrounded by pretty woods, 
and stands at the junction of several excellent roads leading from German 
territory, on one side to Houffalise, and La Roche on the other. The 
air is so exceptionally pure and invigorating that it has been selected as a 
place of residence by several distinguished Belgian families, whose villas, 
surrounded by fine woods, line the main road to Luxembourg. Of these, 
Golonfa, once the residence of the Goldschmidt family, and now occupied 
by the banker M. Allard, is the most attractive. At Gouvy, a junction 
close to the Luxembourg frontier, there is also fair accommodation to be 
D had, and all these places have the advantage of open situations as well as 
considerable altitude. After Viel Salm, Ligneuville is the best place to 
stop at. The hotel is very comfortable, the fishing in the Amblève is free 
to persons stopping there, and there are numerous excursions, including 
the camp at Elsanborn and the interesting medieval town of Montjoie, 


which should not be missed by any visitors to this part of the country. 


Although these last-named places have Jong been in Prussia, the’ people 
are Walloons and speak French. It was a rude blow for the Belgians 
when, in 1831, the Powers lopped off this part of the old Duchy of 
Limburg from the parent stem. The site of the old town of Limburg is 
still within the Belgian frontier, and the village of Dolhain, the last 
Belgian station before crossing into Germany, occupies the same position 
as the lower town of Limburg. But the ruins of the ancient castle still 
cover the height above the Vesdre, which was the cradle of the House of 
Luxembourg, the most famous member of which was the blind King of 
Bohemia, from whom our Princes of Wales borrowed their feathers at 
Crécy. Truly the Highlands of Belgium are not the least interesting part 
of the Low Countries, and the serious visitor will find there much de- 
serving of his attention from many different points of view. 1H, UE. 


FONTAINEBLEAU, 
FONTAINEBLEAU : September 16th. 

ALTHOUGH so easy and speedy of access from Paris, Fontainebleau 
| seems like a wild, far-away country with its romantic gorges, fantastic 
rocks, and sandy wilderness, where an enchanted palace slumbers by the 
edge of a drowsy lake. From time to time hordes of Vandals come shout- 
ing through the saloons, picnicking boisterously in the forest and carving 
their names on every accessible edifice. But these may be avoided by 
a judicious choice of times and seasons, and the mysterious woods are vast 
enough to escape from their uproar. For every lover of the old world this 
fairyland possesses an irresistible charm, and honeymooners recognise it as 
their ideal paradise. They may charter little boats and drift about on the 
face of the waters, or engage diminutive dogcarts, drawn by sedate, chubby 
ponies, and lose themselves in endless glades and avenues. 

Fontaine belle eau, the fountain of beautiful water, s well named, for 
the cascades and ornamental lakes are unrivalled in the world. Here, too, 
is-the famous pond of carp, so popular with the tourast that à regular 
industry has grown up to provide bread for their delectation. All sorts of 
yarns about these fish are retailed, especially about their prodigious age, 
and you are told how this or that fat fellow must undoubtedly remember 
the days when Louis XIV, and Madame de Maintenon, or Henri LV., or 
even Diane de Poitiers, ministered to his appetite. Asa matter of fact, 


however, not one of them is a century old, for in 1815 the water of the 


pond was drained off when the allied troops came here, and the carp of the 
Bourbons were eaten by Cossacks. | 

The castle itself is a vast, imposing structure, composed of many 
buildings of various styles and periods. Every corner is alive with his- 
torical traditions. Here in the Cour des Adieux Buonaparte bade 
farewell to his Old Guard before he departed for Elba; in yonder saloon 
Joséphine was divorced ; and there is the hall where Louis XIV. revoked 
the Edict of Nantes. Probably the heyday of Fontainebleau was in the 
golden age of Francis I. He announced that a Court without women 
was a year without spring and a springtime without roses; and Fon- 
tainebleau was certainly not lacking in fair women when he resided 
here. The Duchesse d’Estampes, and, later on, Gabrielle d’Estrées, 
left the most lasting memories. A great hall, two hundred and fifty 
feet long, adorned with the most exquisite paintings, is known as 
the Galerie de Diane, after Diane de Poitiers. You shall also see the 
apartments which were occupied by the queen-mothers Anne of Austria 
and Catherine de Médicis. And in the Galerie des Assiettes you may 
admire a choice collestion of china plates, with views of Royal palaces—a 


memento of Louis Philippe. Without are smiling English gardens and 
lawns set with marble statues, and a park and a maze. 

Beautiful as are the palace and park, the forest is more fascinating 
than either. None can compare with it in France for vastness or charm ; 
to make the circuit of it you must travel full fifty miles. Now, at the 
turn of the leaf, is the ideal moment to explore it, for it offers every variety 
of colour and shade and panorama. ‘There are ranges of soft green and 
purple hills, stretches of bright golden sand, dense thickets, flowery hedge- 
rows, and smiling verdant alleys. The Mail Henri IV. is a lordly avenue 
running right through the forest from the gates of the palace, and the gros 
fouteau is a cyclopean hedge composed of lofty trees. Many of the oaks 
are so ancient that all traditions of their birth are lost. The Pharamond, 
one of the giants of the forest, is almost antediluvian ; its huge roots have 
forced themselves right out of the earth, and its trunk bears the scars of 
countless thunderstorms. 

How is it that so superb a resort has never grown fashionable since 
the glory of Fontainebleau departed with her kings? Why should her 
parks and forests, palaces and fountains attract none but the tourist and 
the tripper ? She has fallen upon evil days, but it is not tco much to hope 
that fortune may hold in store for her a brighter future. IRMA. 


INNSBRUCK. . 
INNSBRUCK : September 16th. 

RAIN, rain, rain! There has been 20thing but rain here for the last 
week ; but, indeed, in that respect Inmebriick does not appear to differ 
from the rest of Europe. The hotels are full of people weather-bound, and 
for the last three days they have not been able to catch a glimpse of the 
lovely mountains which surround this place. Usually the charming view 
of the hills obtained from the end of the Maria-Theresien-Strasse, one of 
the finest of its class in Europe, attracts crowtls; but, alas! this season 
many have left Innsbriick without seeing it. Nor can one make any of 
the many attractive excursions which are within walking distance, as, for 
instance, to the Schloss Ambras, or along the Brenner Pass, or the 
Kranebitter Klamm. If he even ventures to ascend the Berg Isel to get 
a glimpse of the fine monument erected there in memory of Andreas 
Hofer—the William Tell or the Arnold von Winkelried of the Tyrol—a 
walk of less than half an hour, an immediate change of clothing is 
necessitated on his return. But even in rain Innsbriick has a strange 
fascination. There is an undoubted touch of Eastern Europe about it. 
One sees this first in the notices in Magyar about the railway station and 
in the shops. The German spoken also is different from that heard in 
the Fatherland or Switzerland. Even the peasant greeting is “ Gruss 
Gott,” instead of the familiar “Guten Tag” of the German Bauer. 
The costumes of the common folk, too, are distinctive. Especially so 
is the head-gear worn by both sexes. Even the workmen sport some sort 
of a cockade, in the nature of a shaving-brush or an eagle’s feather, in their 
green or heather felt caps ; and the hats of the women, with their pointed 
crowns and broad, embroidered brims, are most picturesque. The long 
Tyrolese pipes with handsomely painted bowls, which hang from the 
mouth of every man you meet, strike one as being a modification of those 
used in Turkey. It is only in Innsbriick that oxen are seen drawing 
carts along the finest streets, in which are erected substantial buildings 
that would not be out of place in Paris or Berlin. Altogether unaccus- 
tomed sights meet the eye onevery side. Of late we have had distinguished 
visitors in our midst. King Charles of Roumania and his brother, the 
First von Hohenzollern, spent a night{this week at the Hôtel Tyrol, en’ 


route to the Engadine, whither he proceeded via Landeck and over the. ae 
Stelvio to San Moritz. 


Prince Alphonso and Prince Ludwig of Bavaria 
and the Duke and Duchess of Genoa are also at present travelling in the 
Tyrol, and may arrive here any day. : 

Yet another railway! This time it is proposed to build it from 
Innsbrück, over the Brenner Pass by Peschiera, Cremona, and Piacenza, 
to Genoa, but it is still only in nubibus. Owing to the inclemency of the” 
weather the hotels at Meran and Bozen are beginning to fill rapidly. A 
bicycle carnival at the former is advertised for next Saturday, after which | 
the season may be considered in full swing. 

The Bozen Kurhaus orchestra inaugurated its season yesterday, and 
an exhibition of fruit and vegetables will be held in the new museum 
buildings on September 27th. On Thursday last the Egger Rieser Tyrolese 
singers and dancers gave their final performance in the concert-hall of the 
Stadtsalen in Innsbriick. They have been here for the last two months, 
and had a most successful season. During the winter it is said that they 
will visit London, among other places. The hotels here ‘are exceedingly 
moderate in their charges, and to one who has sojourned for a few weeks 
in the mountain hostelries in the Alps the meat seems as tender as the best 
English fare. | M. 


THE NATURAL and ONLY GENUINE CARLSBAD SALT, in Crystal or Powder, is 
prepared from the water of the famous Sprudel Spring at Carlsbad. Largely prescribed 
in all Diseases of the Liver and Spleen, Diabetes, Chronic Constipation, Gallstones, 
Gout, &c. To avoid artificial preparations, see that the wrapper bears the signature 
of the SOLE IMPORTERS, INGRAM & ROYLE, Ltd., London. Of all Chemistsor Stores. 
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CASSEL. 24 Bettenhauser _ 
Strasse. Middle 18th. | 
55 Konigsplatz. Rococo 
style very fine. ae 
schone Aussicht. and 
| half 18th. Le | 
_ 41 Obere Konig tsadeé | 
Rococ style very fine. 

5 Wilhelmshoher Platz 
Country house Empire style 
_ 17 Wilhelmshoher Allee 
Country house Empire style | 
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Alsace, Colr Ale : 
Marvellous town, renais- 
gonce Alsacienne. delicie- 
B maison Pfister, rue de 
Marchands, maison des Tete 
rue des Frondeurs, graci- 
euse logette du batiment 
wt este Maisons dv 16° 
Maisons ay ALI, 
insée 


mmerschwihr. Elle garde 
aussi ses logettes a pans 
de bois, echaugettes, esca 
liers tournants, fonta nes 
grands crucifix, antiue 
charniernm petites places. 
Hotel de Ville. 


Riquewihr. est un lieu rar 
et exquis, rues, maisons 
y conservent le meme aspce 
qu'au temps de la Renais- 
sance. Marvellous houses, 


Every little town has som 
thin és e 


À. Hallavs. 
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